MUIIAMMADAN MARRIAGE               45
meeting is restricted and they are not allowed to
see each other* A curtain is placed between them
and they are seated on either side. The bride-
groom tosses flowers and jewels to his bride over
the curtain; and there is plenty of fun and laughter
and jokiug, not of the most refined character*
Flower petals and raw rice are thrown over the
couple to bring them good luck and fertility.
The evening approaches. It is time for the
bride to be taken to the home her husband has
prepared for her. Closely veiled, she is escorted
to the house by her relatives and is left in the
room that is to be hers for the future. Impatiently
her husband enters and approaches his bride. Lift-
ing her veil, he gazes on the drooping head and
downcast face for the first time. Whether she
be "as beautiful as the moon" or as ugly as a
village herdswoman, he is bound to her for life,
or until he chooses to divorce her.
After marriage the next event of importance is
the birth of the child. Happy for the mother if it
is a son 1 and miserable is the woman to whom the
blessing is denied. Children in the harem form the
one bright spot in the gosha life. They are not
confined within the walls like their elders, but are
allowed to stray out into the sunshine. It is only